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 Mr. Brightside, a traveling black-footed 
ferret, will accompany Kimberly Tamkun 
of the National Black-footed Ferret Con-
servation Center in northern Colorado to 
the May 2 chapter meeting.
 Kimberly will delve into the natural 
history, rediscovery and future of this 
endangered species.
 From the ferret center’s website, www.
blackfootedferret.org, I learned a lot about 
the black-footed ferret, including the fact 
that it has ties to John James Audubon.
 In 1851, Audubon and the Rev. John 
Bachmann were the first to officially de-
scribe the species from a specimen found 
near the Platte River. The ferrets were so 
elusive to humans, that shortly after Audu-
bon’s description, a controversy brewed 
over their true existence. No one reported 
another ferret for 26 years.
 However, scientists knew they existed; 
skeletons of ferrets have been found in 
prehistoric Indian camps and it’s been 
documented that many tribes, including 
the Sioux, Navajo, Cheyenne, Blackfeet 
and Crow, used black-footed ferret body 
parts for medicinal purposes and ceremo-

Live ferret will make appearance
at May 2 EA chapter meeting

nial adornments. In the mid-1800s, fur 
companies occasionally listed black-footed 
ferrets in their logs. 
 With the continued settlement of the 
North American prairies, the ferret’s food 
source and landscape were dramatically 

ARE YOU BOUNCING?
We’ve been seeing a lot of 
bounced emails that are being 
blocked by spam filters from 
accounts that have signed up to 
receive the newsletter.
 If you have subscribed to the 
electronic version of The Dipper 
newsletter and haven’t received 
an email, it may be because 
your spam filter is blocking it.
 Please make sure you’re 
allowing mail from Evergreen 
Audubon communications@ev-
ergreenaudubon.org, and then 
resubscribe at www.evergreen-
audubon.org/?page_id=106. 

- Lisa Wald

DAWN CHORUS
International Dawn Chorus Day 
is the worldwide celebration of 
nature’s daily miracle. All around 
the globe on Sunday, May 5, 
people will get up early to greet 
the rising sun and witness the 
awakening of another day.
 Join us on the boardwalk 
near the Lake House on Ever-
green Lake to view the sunrise 
over the hills, listen to the 
Red-winged Blackbirds sing 
their morning songs, and watch 
the ducks and muskrats start 
another busy day on the lake.
 Birders will gather at Ever-
green Nature Center as the sun 
rises.
 There will be coffee available 
at the ENC starting at 6 a.m. and 
breakfast will be served at 8 a.m. 
Birders will take off from the Na-
ture Center and plan on birding 
Evergreen Lake. We will post a 
tally of the birds observed for all 
to enjoy throughout the day.
 Contact Vanessa Hayes if 
you’d like to bring a breakfast 
item.

A sleepy black-footed ferret kit. Photo by Kim-
berly Tamkun

 Do you love nature, sharing and learn-
ing? Then become an Evergreen Nature 
Center individual, couple or family (ages 
10-plus) volunteer Visitor Assistant today!
 Visitor Assistants are the fuel that 
keeps Evergreen Nature Center run-
ning and we are always looking for more 
friendly folks to fill the role.
 We have revamped the Visitor Assis-
tant position to provide more opportuni-
ties for training, learning and rewards for 
dedication.
 Volunteers who fulfill their 12-hour 

service requirement also enjoy free ENC 
programs. 
 Join us at these upcoming events and 
classes to learn more!

Volunteer Mentor Training
Tuesday, April 30, 6-8pm, ENC
Calling all seasoned ENC volunteers: It’s 
time to reenergize and refresh your knowl-
edge about ENC exhibits and logistics. 
We’re looking for returning volunteers 
who are willing to help train new recruits!

Connect with Your Lake, Your Chance: 
Volunteer at Evergreen Nature Center

Continued on page 3



2   THE DIPPER MAY 2013 www.evergreenaudubon.org

President’s Message BRAD ANDRESEVERGREEN AUDUBON
www.evergreenaudubon.org

2013 OFFICERS
President Brad Andres 303-670-0101
 president@evergreenaudubon.org
Vice President Jean Thayer 303-670-9066
 vicepresident@evergreenaudubon.org
Secretary Heather Johnson 303-670-0101
 secretary@evergreenaudubon.org 
Treasurer Joan Ridgely 303-526-2250
 treasurer@evergreenaudubon.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bird Monitoring JoAnn/Bill Hackos 303-670-8517
 birdmon@evergreenaudubon.org
Communications Lisa Wald 303-674-0417
 communications@evergreenaudubon.org
Conservation Chuck Aid 303-674-3331
 conservation@evergreenaudubon.org
Development Ginny Ades 303-674-7199
 development@evergreenaudubon.org
Education Kathy Madison 303-670-0209
 education@evergreenaudubon.org
Social Events Marge Petersen 303-670-4310
 socialevents@evergreenaudubon.org
At Large Barbara Klaus 303-674-1102
 atlarge1@evergreenaudubon.org 
At Large Peggy Linn 303-674-2239
  atlarge2@evergreenaudubon.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
National Audubon Dick Prickett 303-674-0217
Bear Creek Atlas Brad Andres 303-670-0101
Bird Box Sales Bud Weare 303-679-8889
Bird Business Marilyn Rhodes 303-674-9895

cloverlane@aol.com
Conservation Chuck Aid 303-674-3331
Dipper Editor Debbie Marshall 303-886-0593
  marshallpublish@gmail.com
Education Kathy Madison 303-670-0209
Field Trips TBD
Hospitality Rachel Hutchinson 303-679-1503
Land Acquisition Polly Phillips 303-674-7744
Membership Jean Thayer 303-670-9066
Nature Center Vanessa Hayes 303-330-0489
  encdirector@evergreenaudubon.org
Program Kathy Madison 303-670-0209
Publicity TBD
Ways & Means Irma Wolf 303-670-3402
 irmasonny@aol.com
Weeds Cathy Shelton 303-674-8610 
  sheltonpublicaddress@hotmail.com
Webmaster Lisa Wald 303-674-0417

Meetings first Thursday, 7 p.m., Church of the Hills, 28628 Buffalo 
Park Road, Evergreen, except January. Meetings in June, July and 
August are held at Evergreen Nature Center.

 Last month I filed a form with the Colorado Secretary of State for The 
Evergreen Naturalists Audubon Society Inc. to “Do Business As (DBA)” 
Evergreen Audubon. Why do this?
 For the last several years, the board has talked about increasing the 
branding of our organization to market ourselves to new members and 
organizations in our mountain communities. To many newcomers, TE-
NAS was thought of as a game played with two racquets and a ball and 
conjured up images of the big white bubbles across from Elk Meadow.
 The name “Audubon” immediately personifies a group dedicated to 
the conservation of and education about natural resources. There is no 
question that long-time residents of our mountain communities recognize 
that TENAS roots are grounded in the same philosophy. To honor that 
heritage, our legal name remains the same.
 The current program offerings at our general meetings and through 
Evergreen Nature Center reach a full range of natural history topics 
envisioned as the realm of Evergreen Naturalists founders—from abiotic 
stargazing to the high biotic organizational forms of birds and mammals.
 We are still tackling conservation issues, from tracking and garnering 
support for state conservation legislation to launching a “respectful recre-
ation” initiative around Evergreen Lake.
 We continue to participate with other organizations, such as the Ever-
green and Conifer chambers of commerce, to keep us visible as an active 
member of our mountain communities. Reaching out to more school 
groups with our educational programs will help build a future society of 
conservation-minded citizens.
 So, although we may use a shortened name, our mission has stayed the 
same and our goals have broadened.
 The spring offers a time of renewing your contributions to our volun-
teer programs at Evergreen Nature Center, in various bird-monitoring 
projects, or educating about and eradicating weeds. You will soon be 
receiving our annual appeal, and I hope I can count on your support for 
pursuing our education and conservation mission!
 I look forward to seeing you at our 5th birthday party for Evergreen 
Nature Center, at the Dawn Chorus, in Elk Meadow checking nest boxes, 
or at some other spring event. Note that we will be holding general meet-
ings at the Nature Center throughout the summer.

Volunteers help 
out on “Nesting 
Day” at Evergreen 
Nature Center 
April 6. The ENC 
opened for the 
2013 season on 
Earth Day, April 
20. Photo by Lisa 
Wald
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 Evergreen Nature Center is thrilled 
to announce the complete installation of 
Philip Newsom’s Bear Creek Watershed 
mural series!
 The beautiful five-part collection de-
mands visitor and community attention, 
masterfully emphasizing the connectiv-
ity created by flowing water as well as 
Evergreen Lake’s context within our local 
watershed.
 Naturalists and art are as inherently 
connected as Evergreen and ponderosas.
 Likewise, it’s difficult to imagine the 

mountain community divorced from 
its talented artists of all medias, so the 
impetus behind the mural project is more 
reinforcement of a long-standing tradi-
tion, than the desire for novelty.
 That being said, it’s wonderful to see 
the ENC colored in newness.
 As with all Evergreen Audubon ef-
forts, this project represents the loving 
generosity of many. We must personally 
thank Carmon Slater for enticing Philip 
to share his gift, then handcrafting each 

canvas and frame, 
Marge Petersen for 
paying for all fram-
ing material and 
Brad Andres, Steve 
Garman, Chuck Aid 
and Tom Thayer for 
rising to the chal-
lenge of hanging 
each painting
 The Jefferson 
County Board of 
Commissioners also 
deserves our appre-
ciation for awarding 
$1,000 toward the 
mural series as part 
of our 2012 and 
2013 Conservation 
Trust Fund Local 
Grant.

 As for Philip, the grateful words of 
one are nothing short of paltry, so as a 
sign of true recognition I encourage each 
Evergreen Audubon supporter to discov-
er, promote and of course buy Philip’s 
work.
 If you have not already, please go to 
Philip’s website, www.newsomart.com, and 
explore the vast array, from Pet Portraits to 
my personal favorite, Mystery Forms (First 
Appearance of Strange Idea No. 3).

- Vanessa Hayes, ENC director

Evergreen Nature Center gets a gallery makeover

Volunteer at Nature Center: ‘Your Lake, Your Chance’

ENC Volunteers Love to Learn Hour
Friday, May 10, 11am-noon
Throughout the summer, ENC will be of-
fering weekday and weekend opportuni-
ties for casual learning in a social atmo-
sphere. Each month we will concentrate 
on a particular exhibit and Evergreen’s 
currently present wildlife and plants. 

CPR Training
Wednesday, May 15, 5-9pm
at Evergreen Fire and Rescue 
CPR is an essential life skill that could 
help save the life of someone you love. 
In 2013 Evergreen Public Access Defi-
brillation is offering free and discounted 
CPR classes to citizens that live or work 

in Evergreen. Auditing the course is free 
and certification is an economical $20. 
Sign up at www.evergreenfirerescue.com.

Evergreen Nature Center 5th Birth-
day Party and Volunteer Open House
Saturday, May 18, 5-8pm, ENC
Evergreen Nature Center is showing off, 
and you are personally invited to help 
celebrate!
 This is the perfect opportunity to find 
your place in the future of a growing 
community asset, and to meet new na-
ture-loving Evergreen Audubon friends 
over refreshments.
 Our seasoned volunteers and board 
members will be on hand to highlight the 
tremendous growth of ENC over the last 
five years and answer your questions. 

New Visitor Assistant Training
Thursday, May 30, 6-8pm, ENC
Whether you signed up in the last month 
or last five years and would like to get 
involved again, this training is for you!
 Training will include an overview of 
Visitor Assistant best practices, proce-
dures and new exhibit information.
 Sign up on the Volunteer Information 
Center link on evergreenaudubon.org or 
email encdirector@evergreenaububon.org. 

Family Volunteer Training
Tuesday, June 4, 6-8pm
Learn how your family (ages 10-plus) can 
grow together by serving the mountain 
community. See the Family Volunteerism 
article for more information.

- Vanessa Hayes, ENC Director

Continued from page 1

Pet Portraits: Llama, by Philip Newsom

A beautiful collection of murals by Philip Newsom now graces the 
walls of Evergreen Nature Center. Photo by Vanessa Hayes
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Mr. Brightside will be special guest at May 2 meeting

altered, causing its rapid decline. By the 
late1950s, the black-footed ferret was 
thought by many to be extinct. 
 In 1964, a remarkable discovery was 
made: A small population of black-foot-
ed ferrets was found in Mellette County, 
S.D. Biologists studied these ferrets, and 
after a few years noticed the population 
was starting to decline.
 They captured nine ferrets and took 
them into captivity in the hopes of start-
ing a captive breeding program. The wild 
population died out in 1974. Unfortunate-
ly, captive breeding efforts were unsuc-
cessful in producing surviving kits and 
the last ferret died in captivity in 1979.
 The black-footed ferret was now 
considered extinct, though back in 1967, 
it was listed as “endangered” on the first-
ever Endangered Species List. (Note the 
Endangered Species Act wasn’t passed 
until 1973.)
 In 1981, in an amazing turn of events, 
black-footed ferrets were rediscovered 
near Meeteetse, Wyo. And thus, the 
Black-Footed Ferret Recovery Program 
was born at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.
 The National Black-footed Ferret 
Conservation Center in Wellington, 
Colo., is operated by the USFWS. It 
houses 60% to 70% of all captive black-
footed ferrets. They released 228 black-
footed ferrets into the wild in 2012. 
 Black-footed ferrets once ranged 
throughout the Great Plains, from south-
ern Canada to northern Mexico—wher-
ever prairie dog colonies thrived. Today, 
black-footed ferrets have been reintro-

Continued from page 1

duced at certain locations within their 
historic range.
 They eat, sleep and raise their young 
in prairie dog burrows, and cannot 
survive for extended periods outside of 
a prairie dog colony. They spend about 
90 percent of their time underground.
 The black-footed ferret is considered 
a flagship species for the North Ameri-
can prairie. That means if we save the 
ferret we save more than 130 unique 
plants and animals that depend on this 
ecosystem. 
 Kimberly has been with the National 
Black-footed Ferret Conservation Center 
since 2009, first as a volunteer then as 
an administrative and education staff 

member. She is also the Black-footed 
Ferret coordinator at the Fort Collins 
Museum of Discovery (www.fcmod.org).
 At the museum, she oversees the care 
of two live ferrets on display in a state-
of-the-art prairie diorama. Prior to work-
ing for the USFWS, Kimberly began her 
work with black-footed ferrets at the city 
of Fort Collins Natural Areas Depart-
ment in prairie education.
 The May chapter meeting will be 
held Thursday, May 2, at 7 p.m. at the 
Church of the Hills, 28628 Buffalo Park 
Road (across from Evergreen Library) in 
the downstairs Fellowship Hall. Every-
one is welcome.
- Kathy Madison, Director of Education

Black-foot ferrets will be the subject of the May 2 chapter meeting. Photo by Kimberly Tamkun

 Are you and your children 1 and 
over interested in nature? Do you enjoy 
family hikes and outdoor adventures? If 
so, Evergreen Nature Center has a great 
opportunity for your family to grow 
together.
 Become ENC Family Visitor Assis-
tants and learn and share together. Fam-
ily VAs welcome guests to the Nature 
Center while enjoying a few hours at 
Evergreen Lake. Shifts are the same as 

regular Visitor Assistants (1 to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday and 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday), but family volunteers offer a 
dynamic visitor experience for a greater 
age range of guests.
 In other words, we believe that an 
11-year-old nature enthusiast is more 
likely to reach children than an adult, 
and both young volunteers and guests 
will have fun in the process. 

  Volunteerism is a family value that 
can develop into a lifelong pattern of 
reaching out to help others.
 If Evergreen Nature Center sounds 
like an enticing place to learn to serve 
community together, head to the 
Evergreen Audubon volunteer page 
to apply or contact Vanessa Hayes at 
encdirector@evergreenaudubon.org.
 We hope to see you together soon.

- Vanessa Hayes, ENC Director

Nature Center offers chance for family volunteerism
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Bird Business MARILYN RHODES, ASGD mAStER BIRDER

Yard Birds
From Susan Harper, April 7, “Pair of 
Red Crossbills has shown up occasion-
ally throughout winter . . . pair of Cas-
sin’s Finches last week.
 Susan also reported that a male Red-
naped Sapsucker returned on April 5. 
 She was shocked to see one Wild 
Turkey perched on her next-door neigh-
bor’s deck railing April 6 at 7:30 a.m.
 The lone turkey hen is really getting 
around. She’s visited Peggy Durham’s 
home and mine and has been seen regu-
larly in Hiwan Hills this year.
 Inga Brennan posted April 7, “There 
was a Wild Turkey hen two weeks ago 
in the parking lot at Creekside Cellars. 
At one point it tried to cross Main Street 
and stopped traffic!”
 The same day Mark Meremonte 
shared a surprising photo of two turkeys 
in the Upper Bear Creek/Witter Gulch 
area. He said the turkeys stop cars in 
this area to pick insects out of the car 
grills!
 Besides the one shown here, another 
of Mark’s photos is in the Photo Gallery 
on the EA website.

Evergreen Bluebirds are Back!
 JoAnn and Bill Hackos saw two 
Mountain Bluebirds near Soda Creek 
pond on March 15.
 On March 17, Inga Brennan had a 
male Western Bluebird checking out a 
nest box and Kathanne Lynch had her 
first-of-year Mountain Bluebirds at 
Genesee.
 On March 18, Kit Darrow saw her 
first bluebird of the year in Alderfer/
Three Sisters Park.

Evergreen Lake
On March 29, Joyce Trygstad Nelson 
and Laura Nelson posted that they saw a 
pair of Red-tailed Hawks over Ever-
green Lake, probably courting. “It was 
amazing to watch!”
 The morning of April 3, Karel 
Buckley saw several hundred Sandhill 
Cranes kettling above the Evergreen 
Lake/Safeway area. “Thrilling!” she 
said.
 Karel and Susan Harper both re-
ported hearing a Great Horned Owl 

hooting at Evergreen Lake in early 
April.

Red Rocks—Falcons and Sparrows
On March 18 Mike Henwood reported, 
“Visited Red Rocks this morning. Short-
ly after 7 saw the male Prairie (Falcon) 
fly from last year’s eyrie across to Frog 
Rock, where the female was perched 
and calling.”
 A female Raven was on the nest at 
the west end of Creation Rock and the 
male was hanging around doing some 
calling.
 Mike found the female on the 
Golden Eagle nest below Idledale.
 He also stopped at Red Rocks March 
23. “To my surprise, a Slate-colored Fox 
Sparrow appeared underneath the plat-
form feeder between 6:30 and 6:45 p.m.”
 Mike reported from Red Rocks 
again on Mar 29. “Both the Golden-
crowned Sparrow and lone adult 
White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel’s) 

appeared with all the other regulars.”
 He was happy to report that the pair 
of Peregrine Falcons had returned to 
Ship Rock. “The pair was flying around 
Ship Rock and Creation Rock calling 
and harassing the male Raven.” 
 On March 31, Bob Santangelo made 
an interesting observation: “Went to the 
rocks yesterday and got good looks of 
one of the Peregrines—unusual in that 
this bird had dark gray barring on the 
belly and was very white on the bib and 
breast, not the usual reddish barring 
across the front.”
 He speculated it is a different subspe-
cies this year.
 Mike Henwood is taking on the task 
of documenting the falcon activity and 
descriptions of both birds.
 ”I’m putting together detailed 
descriptions for the male and female 
falcons at Red Rocks,” he said.
 “We have detailed descriptions for 

Continued on page 6

Marilyn Rhodes photographed this Red 
Crossbill on April 16 at her home.

To report local sightings or read the archives, go
to evergreenaudubon.org and click on Local Sightings.

Also, the Photo Gallery on the website displays photos of 
many sightings referenced in Bird Business.

Wild Turkeys stop a vehicle to pick insects out 
of the grills Photo by Mark Mermonte
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Continued from page 5

the male and female Prairie Falcons. 
Haven’t had a chance to study the Per-
egrine Falcons in detail yet.
 “Good photos are very helpful and 
more reliable than observations made 
just with binoculars or a scope, so any 
photos detailing field marks are most 
welcome.” 
 Mike also would like to be able to 
distinguish between the male and female 
Red-tailed Hawk pairs at Bear Creek 
Lake Park.
 If you want to share your photos and/
or observation with Mike, please email 
him at hawken@aol.com.
 Sherman Wing reported some ad-
ditional species at Red Rocks April 3: 
“along Red Rocks Trail Road—Say’s 
Phoebe, Mountain Bluebird, Western 
Meadowlark.”
 Chuck Aid saw the Slate-colored 
Fox Sparrow at the Red Rocks Trading 
Post on April 7.
 Finally, a Red Rocks moment remi-
niscent of Art Linkletter’s “Kids Say the 
Darndest Things.”
 On April 3, Bob Santangelo took the 
granddaughters Abigail and Gabriella to 
Red Rocks.
 They got great scope views of a Per-
egrine on Ship Rock, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Black-capped Chickadees, 
juncos at the feeders and a Scrub Jay.
 On the way out Bob stopped the car 
to point out an oriole nest that was right 
next to the road and in the open.
 At home, Abby described the “mem-
oriole nest” and Bob thought how appro-
priate the term was seeing that this was a 
last year’s nest, never to be used again.

HawkWatch–Dinosaur Ridge
 The Rocky Mountain Bird Observa-
tory coordinates the Citizen Science 
monitoring at Dinosaur Ridge from 
March 1 through mid-May.
 Kathanne Lynch said people can visit 
any day through mid-May, as volunteers 
are there from 9 or 10 a.m. to 3 or 4 p.m.
 The site is a small stone platform 
southeast of the power lines, and is ac-
cessed from the Stegosaurus parking lot 
at I-70 Exit 259 and Highway 93, as it 
heads down to Morrison.

Out and About

Colorado Springs
While searching for Bohemian Wax-
wings in Colorado Springs on March 10, 
six other birders and I witnessed a rare 
spectacle on Barrett Road, near Turkey 
Creek Recreation Area.
 A flock of approximately 600 Moun-
tain Bluebirds and a smattering of 
Western Bluebirds perched on conifers 
in a residential neighborhood, like blue 
Christmas tree ornaments, suddenly took 
flight. 

Boulder
I ventured to Boulder on March 12 in 
search of the elusive Bohemian Wax-
wings. Alas, I had to settle for a dozen 
Trumpeter Swans at Walden Ponds.
 I was back in Boulder March 27 and 
saw a pair of Eastern Bluebirds at Twin 
Lakes in the Gunbarrel area.
 To distinguish Eastern Bluebirds 
from Western Bluebirds, look at their 
shoulders, neck, back and belly.
 Western Bluebirds have a blue throat 
and belly, chesnut-colored shoulders and 
often chesnut backs; Eastern Bluebirds 
have an orange throat and sides of neck, 
a white belly, blue shoulders and backs.

Loveland
Finally! I got to see not one, but hun-
dreds, of Bohemian Waxwings at Simp-
son’s Ponds SWA in Loveland on March 
27. Lifer!! Just before I arrived, birders 
saw 600 to 800 of them take to the air.
 Early in March, Dee Sacks, Karel 
Buckley and I observed Short-eared 
Owls near Latham Reservoir.
 Early in April, just about a mile from 
the location of the waxwings in Love-
land, I observed a Long-eared Owl. 

Morrison
On April 3, Dan Frelka observed a “very 
aggressive” male Blue Grouse, a first for 
him, on Mount Lindo (where the Olinger 
Cross is located).

Prospect Park, Wheat Ridge
Mike Foster reported April 3, “This past 
Sunday—Easter!—I had 36 species at 
Prospect Park, including 15 duck species, 

notably Ruddy Ducks, a Cinnamon 
Teal and all three mergansers.”

Conifer
On April 3, John Sears, owner of Ever-
green Wild Bird Store, said a “half-dozen 
female Evening Grosbeaks and a few 
Cassin’s Finch males showed up today 
along with one Black-capped Chicka-
dee.”

California
On March 18, Barbara Jean Gard re-
sponded to the many bluebird posts on 
evergreenbirders, “I do not have Moun-
tain Bluebirds here in central Califor-
nia.
 “However, enjoying White-tailed 
Kites, Pelagic and Brandt’s cormo-
rants with their glistening blue throats, 
Black Oystercatchers, pelicans, etc.”
 JoAnn and Bill Hackos were also 
in California the last half of March. 
Check out their blog postings at www.
pygmynuthatches.com.

South Carolina
John Sears posted on March 20, “Just 
back from a long weekend in Charleston, 
S.C., where the birding was great.
 Several Eastern warbler species 
migrated through. They saw one Ameri-
can Redstart along with small flocks of 

Bird Business MARILYN RHODES, ASGD mAStER BIRDER

Long-eared Owl. Photo by Marilyn Rhodes

Continued on page 7
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wintering Cedar Waxwings, Eastern 
Bluebirds, Brown-headed Nuthatches 
and a Brown Thrasher.

Texas
Dave Walker of Indian Hills spent some 
time in March volunteering at Balcones 
Canyonlands NWR in the Texas hill 
country.

Continued from page 6
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 He saw his first Golden-cheeked 
Warbler, an endangered species.
 He spent January and February as a 
volunteer bird tour guide at Padre Island 
National Seashore, which produced 
several lifers.
 He saw a nesting pair of White-
tailed Hawks and a Reddish Egret 
reliably performing its comedic frenetic 
feeding behavior.

 Laguna Madre, the bay side, has 
thousands of wintering Redhead 
Ducks. He saw Peregrine and Prairie 
falcons and, on three occasions, Aplo-
mado Falcons.
 He never tired of watching Crested 
Caracaras and was interested to see 
Long-billed Curlews on the Gulf 
Beach, the interior grasslands, and on 
the Laguna Madre Shore.

Citizen Scientists Larry White, left, and Sherman Wing participate in the April 6 Lair o’ the 
Bear count for the Bear Creek Atlas Team. If you’d like to join the Lair o’ the Bear BCA team, 
call Susan Harper, 303-478-4847. Photo by Susan Harper

 March 31 was the first trip Sherman 
Wing’s Bear Creek Atlas group made to 
Lair o’ the Bear Park.
 “It’s the last day in March, and early 
in the spring; we weren’t sure how many 
species and what type of activity there 
might be today,” Sherman said.
 “There’s been discussion and reports 
about global warming and the effects it 
might have on the birds.
 “It is suggested the birds might start 
breeding earlier, go farther north in 
latitude and higher in elevation to find 
proper breeding habitat. So here’s what 
we found today.

The Head Scratcher
 “We saw six Ravens soaring low 
above us; we agreed that this was un-
usual.
 “These birds trailed each other, 
doubled back and then two birds locked 
talons and drifted together for several 
seconds, obviously a courtship dance.
 “We listened and compared the call 
of the Common Raven with the call of 
the Chihuahuan Raven. It was a split de-
cision; two of us thought the call wasn’t 
so gravelly but we’re going with Com-
mon Raven.
 
Other Probable Breeders
 1. We watched a male Northern 
Flicker fanning out his orange tail trying 
to attract the female, who was a couple 
of feet away.
 2. There were lots of Black-capped 
Chickadees singing along the stream, 
foraging in the alders, beautiful songs.
 3. Same can be said about the Song 
Sparrows and the American Robins, 

Early Bear Creek Atlas report: Lair o’ the Bear

singing in the shrubs along the creek.
 4. Lastly, we observed a pair of 
American Dippers foraging near the 
fishing pier. The two got close and then 
we saw the male offering food to the 
female.
 5. First of the Year—Turkey Vulture 
and Belted Kingfisher.
 “We had a total of 18 species, with six 
probable breeders.” 
 On April 6, the team was delighted 
to confirm its first breeding bird of this 
season—an American Dipper.

 They also added three new birds to 
this year’s count, bringing the total to 21 
species at the site. 
 A pair of American Dippers were 
very active, building their nest under the 
eastern foot bridge At one point another 
Dipper arrived and the pair defended 
their territory and escorted the bird out 
of the area.  
 Larry White spotted an adult Golden 
Eagle and Bobby Holmes saw a North-
ern Goshawk.

- Marilyn Rhodes
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Evergreen Audubon Local Membership Application

I/we would like to join the Evergreen Audubon. I/we may 
participate in all chapter activities, receive The Dipper 
newsletter electronically, and vote (two Family members may 
vote) on chapter issues. Dues remain locally.

Date  ___________________________________

	 Individual Family
Annual dues $ 20 $ 30
Electronic Dipper $    0 $ 0
Hard-copy Dipper (members only) $   15 $ 15
Additional donation $_____  $_____

Total $_____  $_____  

Name _________________________________________________

Family member(s) name(s) ________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State ____ Zip __________
Phone (optional) _______________________
Email __________________________________________________
 (must include for electronic Dipper)

Enclosed is my check payable to: Evergreen Audubon, P.O. Box 
523, Evergreen, CO 80437.

o	I DO NOT want solicitations from National Audubon.

If you would like to join or donate to the National Audubon Society 
directly and receive the AUDUBON Magazine, use chapter code 
C9ZD090Z and call 1-800-274-4201.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Please submit newsletter content by the 10th of the month to Lisa Wald: com-
munications@evergreenaudubon.org. Contact Dipper editor Debbie Marshall 
with questions or comments: marshallpublish@gmail.com, 303-886-0593.

VOLUME 43, NO. 5. Evergreen Audubon, P.O. Box 523, Evergreen, CO 80437, publishes The 
Dipper every month. Evergreen Audubon is a chapter of the National Audubon Society. 
Members may receive an electronic copy of The Dipper without charge or may pay $10 a 
year for a mailed hard copy. Evergreen Audubon encourages readers to submit original 
articles, creative nature writing or art to The Dipper. Please state if the material submitted 
has been published elsewhere requiring publisher’s permission. The editor reserves the 
right to select suitable articles for publication and to edit any articles selected.

Audubon Colorado Office, 303-415-0130, www.auduboncolorado.org

Calendar of events

May 1 Wednesday Wild Ones 10–11 am Nature Center 
May 2 Chapter Meeting 7 pm Church of the Hills
May 4 Stargazing 8:30–9:45 pm Evergreen Lake House lawn
May 5 International Dawn Chorus 6–9 am Evergreen Lake
May 10 Newsletter deadline 5 pm
May 11 Bear Creek Dippers 10 am–noon Dedisse Park
May 18 ENC Birthday/Open House 5–8 pm Nature Center
May 18 Bear Creek Nature Walk 9 am Matthews/Winters Park
May 18 Mtn. Home & Garden Show 9 am–5 pm Conifer High School
May 19 Mtn. Home & Garden Show 10 am–3 pm Conifer High School
May 25 Adult Beginning Birding 8–10 am Lair o’ the Bear Park


